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Meet Violet & Fred along with 
their children, Faith, Donald, 
Bwayla and Emmanual.

Habitat for Humanity Manitoba 
is one of 49 Canadian Affiliates 
working to build safe, decent, 
and affordable homes for 
families. 

Every year, we partner with 
communities to help working, 
low-income families in Manitoba 
achieve strength, stability, 
and independence through 
affordable homeownership. 

Violet came to Canada with 
her three oldest children, Faith, 
Donald and Bwalya in 2010 from 
Zambia. Violet’s husband, Fred, 
arrived in Canada as a refugee 
from Ghana via Brazil and the 
United States in 2016. His 
remarkable journey to Canada 
through South America and the 
United States took 1.5 months. 

The family currently resides in 
a small 3-bedroom apartment. 
Violet and Fred occupy one 
bedroom, their daughter shares 
a room with the youngest son 
and the other two boys share 
the other bedroom. 

The family has encountered 
many difficulties with both the 
heating and air conditioning 
in their apartment and have 
experienced severe cold in the 
winter months and unbearable 
heat in the summer.  

Violet who is of Christian faith 
and Fred who is of Muslim faith 
have incorporated their family 
traditions, connecting their 
family with both faiths.

To encourage and support each 
other, everyone in the family 
celebrates holidays such as 
Christmas, Easter, Thanksgiving, 
Ramadan, and Eid. 

The family learned about the 
Homeownership program from 
Habitat Manitoba by one of 
their neighbors. Violet, Fred and 
their children will be moving 
into one of the 55 homes on 
Pandora Avenue West which 
is Habitat Manitoba’s largest 
development to date. These 
homes will be exceptionally 
energy efficient with no source 
of carbon in the homes.

“Having a home of our 
own is a dream come 
true for us.” 

Habitat Partner Family Spotlight
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The Private Event Scotch Night 
Title Home Sponsor Feature

The Private Event Scotch Night fundraiser in 
support of Habitat for Humanity Manitoba 
hosted by Jeremy and Jonathan Epp of 
Independent Jewellers (IJL) was a massive 
success with a sold out crowd raising over 
$150,000.  

It was an evening to remember as the event 
took place at 529 Wellington Steakhouse and 
included experiences in every room of the 
historic building.  

The night included the first official Louis XIII 
cognac tasting, a live auction hosted by Adesa 
Auctioneers that included a once in a life time 

prize, a VIP experience for two at the Formula 
One event in Montreal donated by Mercedes 
Benz Winnipeg, a cigar bar from Thomas Hinds, 
a seafood buffet, and a rocking after party at the 
King’s Head Pub. 

Thank you to IJL, Louis XIII, DeBeers 
Forevermark, Mercedes-Benz Winnipeg, 
Children’s Dental World and Artist Reit, for 
sponsoring the event and to all the attendees 
that made this special night possible. 

The Habitat home this event helped build is 
located on Redwood Ave., and will be completed 
in the spring of 2023. 
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K-Tec Earthmovers Inc.
Title Home Sponsor Feature

With the incredible support of title home 
sponsor, K-Tec Earthmovers, Habitat Manitoba 
is in the process of building a five bedroom 
bungalow in Rosenort, MB. This is the first 
Habitat home in Rosenort and is sure to provide 
Partner Family - Mustaf and Magdalena and 
their six children, Amina, Mariam, Fatima, Aisha, 
Abdullaah and Yusuf, a strong foundation for 
their future in this thriving community.    

In March, K-Tec Earthmovers held a scraper 
signing ceremony to welcome the Habitat 
Partner Family to the community. Several K-Tec 
employees, community members and Habitat 
Manitoba staff came out to sign the scraper. 
K-Tec Earthmovers then auctioned off the 
custom land scraper, an earth moving piece of 
equipment, that was used to purchase new 
materials to build this highly energy efficient, 
carbon free home. Their loyal suppliers donated 

over $50,000 worth of material to support the 
project. The auction took place on May 17, with 
the support of Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers who 
generously agreed to waive their fees for the 
buyer and seller to help build this Habitat home.  
We are proud to announce that the land scraper 
sold for $205,000.00 USD.  

From June 6-10 Habitat Manitoba held the very 
first Blitz Build of the year and welcomed 150 
volunteers from the Rosenort community, K-Tec 
Earthmovers and AGI Westfield. The week was 
filled with beautiful weather, hard work, plenty of 
laughs and amazing hospitality from the 
community with an important common goal – 
building a house for the Habitat Partner Family.  

The Key Ceremony for this family will take place 
on November 9.  
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Habitat for Humanity Manitoba 
not only builds safe, decent and 
affordable housing but for over 10 
years, we have been building 
some of the most energy efficient 
homes in Manitoba and among 
the best in Canada.  

Habitat Manitoba has spent many 
years learning how to build 
energy efficient homes and 
continue to put in the extra effort 
to ensure Habitat homes perform 
as efficiently as possible for the 
families we serve.  

There are many components to 
successfully building highly 
energy efficient homes. The type 
of basement walls, the tightness 
of the envelope (exterior of the 
house), level and types of 
insulation used, the types, sizes 
and location of the windows, 
orientation of the roof, types of 
shingles installed, how the attic is 
insulated, and, the type and size 

of the HVAC system installed. 

“Except for rare circumstances, 
all the homes Habitat Manitoba 
build have zero carbon emissions 
once built.” 

Habitat Manitoba works with 
prairieHOUSE Performance, 
Manitoba’s leading residential 
building performance experts 
who provide professional 

consultation, testing, and 
evaluation of energy performance 
for homeowners and home 
builders. Every Habitat house is 
measured for air exchange rates 
upon completion of build, which 
means the number of times air is 
replaced through the building 
each hour. The faster the air 
leaves, the more energy is 
required to heat the house.  
“Manitoba Hydro’s Power Smart 
Gold Program (now moved to 
Efficiency Manitoba) allowed a 
maximum of 1.5 air exchanges per 
hour to qualify. We do much 
better and usually clock in at less 
than one air exchange per hour, 
and often less than 0.5 air 
exchanges per hour,” says 
Hopkins.   

In October 2022, we announced 
our latest development on 
Pandora Avenue West in 
Transcona would be Habitat 
Manitoba’s largest sustainable 
development to date. This 
community will be home to 55 
families in highly energy efficient 
homes powered by Manitoba 
Made renewable energy, which 
produce zero greenhouse gas 
emissions. For example, the 
all-in-energy costs for a family of 
six should be around $98 per 
month, which reflects the level of 
insulation, the quality of windows 
and the airtightness.  

The Pandora Avenue West 
development is expected to be 
finished within three years.  

Learn how you can continue to 
support our green efforts by 
donating today at 
habitat.mb.ca.

Seeing Green

“We’ve been able to 
reduce energy 
consumption in the 
houses we build by 
more than 50 per cent 
without negatively 
affecting quality of life 
in the home,” said 
Sandy Hopkins, CEO, 
Habitat Manitoba.
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In 2008, Habitat Manitoba 
achieved the Manitoba 
Hydro Power Smart Gold 
level of energy efficiency 
when the homes tested 
below 1.5 air exchanges per 
hour. The lower the number, 
the better as that means 
less air has to be heated or 
cooled to maintain the 
ambient temperature.  

In 2011, Habitat Manitoba 
built 32 homes that were 
certified as either LEED 
Platinum or LEED Gold. 
LEED stands for 
Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design, a 
rigorous program managed 
by the Canada Green 
Building Council. This is the 
largest block of Platinum 
and Gold certified homes in 
Manitoba in any price range 
and among the largest in 
Canada. While we no 
longer have our homes 
certified because of the 
cost involved, we continue 
to employ the techniques in 
the construction process 
that achieve that level of 
energy efficiency. 

In 2018, we improved on 
energy efficient building 
methods and constructed 
five Net ZERO homes. 
This is the largest group 
of Net ZERO homes in 
any price range in 
Manitoba.
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Canada Life 
Title Home Sponsor Feature

For 30 years, Canada Life has proudly supported 
Habitat for Humanity Manitoba and participated 
in many builds and key ceremonies during that 
time. Our goal is to help communities reach their 
potential every day and what better way to do so 
than to help build a safe and affordable place to 
live for fellow Manitobans.

In August, five Canada Life teams volunteered 
over five days to help build two homes from the 
ground up. Despite heavy rain and sweltering 
heat, our employees came together to work hard, 
learn about affordable housing and have fun.

“This was the first activity I 
participated in in-person with my 
colleagues in over two years. Our 
Habitat leaders taught us not only 
how to physically build a house but 
also the impact our acts of 
volunteering will have on the family 
who will call it home and the 
community around us,” said Adriana 
Mingo, a Canada Life employee. “I’m 
so grateful to work for an 
organization that cares deeply about 
the community and gives us the 
opportunity to volunteer in such a 
meaningful way.”

Canada Life looks forward to continuing to work 
with Habitat for Humanity to help provide access 
to affordable housing and build stronger 
communities together.

 
~ Submitted by Canada Life
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Winnipeg Kinsmen
Suppporting Home Sponsor Feature

Habitat Manitoba is grateful to be the recipient of $50,000 from the Winnipeg Kinsmen Club.  
Winnipeg Kinsmen provides resources and support to Manitobans and their communities to serve 
their greatest needs. 

“We are incredibly proud to be a sponsor of Habitat Manitoba’s latest 
project located on Pandora Avenue West and share the vision of 
everyone having a safe and decent place to live.  As we strive to make a 
positive impact to our community by investing in the projects and 
initiatives that need it most, Winnipeg Kinsmen is so pleased to 
continue to partner with Habitat for Humanity Manitoba to ensure that 
families have a safe, decent  and affordable home to call their own,” 
said Kasia James, Executive Director of Winnipeg Kinsmen Club. 

Since the Club's inception in 1924, the Winnipeg Kinsmen have helped start many notable projects 
and Habitat Manitoba is very proud to be part of the generosity they have shown to so many 
organizations.  As a Supporting Home Sponsor, the Winnipeg Kinsmen Club has changed the lives of 
one Habitat Partner Family forever.  

every one deserves a decent place to live.  9



Earlier this year Camp Arnes 
reached out to Habitat 
Manitoba, and through 
generous donors they offered 
free camperships to Habitat 
kids.  

During July and August, 41 
Habitat kids experienced a 
one-week campership. The 
campership was available to 
three different age groups, 
Explorers, ages 8-10, 
Challengers, ages 11-13, and 
Stokers, ages 14-15.  

We followed up with a few of 
the kids who attended the 
camp for the first time, and 
they all said they had a 
fantastic week! They enjoyed 
all the activities, especially 
swimming in the lake, kayaking, 
archery, and the big swing!  If 
they had the opportunity to go 
again, they would love too.  

There is a very special 
connection between Habitat 
Manitoba and Camp Arnes. 
Vern Koop was Habitat 
Manitoba’s former, Director, 
Construction who passed away 
in February 2019. Vern was an 
instrumental part of Habitat 
Manitoba’s success and Vern 
also volunteered with Camp 
Arnes, starting in 1964. In 1966 
“The Wigwam”, the first four-
season building was 
constructed. Since then, it’s 
been renamed to “The Vern 
and Agnes Koop Memorial 
Lighthouse” (The Lighthouse). 

Habitat Manitoba would like to 
extend a huge thank you to 
Camp Arnes and their 
generous donors for giving 
these children an experience 
of a lifetime.  

Camp Arnes is located about 

one hour north of the city, on 
Lake Winnipeg. It was originally 
formed as the western shores 
of Lake Winnipeg Mission 
Camp Society on March 29, 
1949. Camp Arnes is an Inter-
denominational Christian 
Camp, committed to 
presenting opportunities for 
children and youth to 
experience an unforgettable 
adventure, while hearing the 
message of Jesus Christ. 
Activities offered at Camp 
Arnes include zipline, pedal 
carts, swimming at the beach, 
archery, arrow tag, bonfires  
and much more. 

“Thank you so much for 
offering this opportunity for my 
son to have such a memorable 
experience in Camp Arnes “  

~ Michelle Trang, 
Habitat Manitoba homeowner. 

Habitat Manitoba Kids Go to Camp 
Thanks to Generous Donors
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Cycle of Hope & Spirit of Hope
Title Home Sponsor Feature 

From July 4 – 15, 2022, 34 cyclists, six 
support volunteers and one Habitat Manitoba 
staff member, made their way through the 
Rocky Mountains. The ride started in Jasper, 
AB, traveled through the Rocky Mountains 
and the Icefields Parkway, and concluded in 
Waterton, AB. Cycle of Hope is Habitat 
Manitoba’s longest running and signature 
fundraising event. 

Cycle of Hope by the Numbers:

Total tour distance: 3,796 km
Total cycling distance: 780 km
Average daily cycling distance: 111 km
Total cycling days: 7
Total rest days: 1
Total travel days: 4

The 3rd annual Spirit of Hope cycling 
fundraiser took place from August 29 – 
September 2. This five day, supported cycling 
adventure followed along the shores of Lake 
Winnipeg, headed to the northern tip of Hecla 
Island, MB and looped back to Winnipeg. 
Cyclists relived childhood memories of summer 
camp with accommodations at Camp Arnes.

Spirit of Hope by the Numbers:
 
Total cycling distance: 388 km
Average daily cycling distance: 97 km
Total cycling days: 4
Total rest days: 1

Cycle of Hope Spirit of Hope

This summer’s cycling fundraisers - Cycle of Hope and Spirit of Hope – covered hundreds of kilometers 
to ensure Habitat Partner Family - Emile & Liezel and their children, Matthew, Louies and Ethan have a 
decent place to live. 

Habitat Manitoba is incredibly grateful for the time, dedication, training and fundraising from these 
amazing cyclists. Even though the events are over the riders continue to raise money until the end of 
the year. You can still support them by making a special gift today by visiting habitat.mb.ca.

every one deserves a decent place to live.  11



House Party is Back

We are excited to host the annual House Party 
again, where we celebrate our achievements 
with an end of year party full of great food, 
exciting prizes, silent and live auctions, and we 
also have fabulous entertainment from the 
Folklorama Ethnocultural Arts Program 
including Brian Clyne, Clifford Spence, Island 
Breeze Manitoba & Melos Folk Ensemble.   

Hosted by Lauren McNabb from CJOB and 
Gabrielle Marchand from Global News Morning. 

Date:   Thursday, November 17
Time:   6:00 pm
Location:  Club Regent Event Centre   
         1425 Regent Avenue West

Another way to support the gala is by 
participating in our wine registry, where bottles 
of wine are purchased for us and then in turn 
we auction them off at the gala. 

To learn more about the wine registry, purchase 
individual tickets or a table visit habitat.mb.ca.

For more details, please contact Vernelle Mirosh, 
Director, Fund Development at vmirosh@habitat.mb.ca 
or 204-799-6883.

Presented by:
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Habitat Manitoba Team Build Days in Full Swing

"Just wanted to tell you our 
Canada Life team enjoyed our 
Team Build day yesterday.  
Everyone we worked with were 
great. We felt very much a part of 
the team. I personally hope to 
volunteer again in the future." 

~ Shannon, Canada Life

"The day went great! It was 
fabulous that the Habitat partner 
family joined us. Most of us are 
office workers so we all learned 
some new skills and worked our 
bodies in ways we don’t usually 
do in a work day. The Habitat 
Manitoba staff were so kind and 
knowledgeable."

~ Michelle, St. Amant

"Thank you for sharing these 
photos of our Team Build day! 
The Habitat Manitoba team, both 
staff and volunteers, were top-
notch. We were made to feel 
welcome, useful and safe. 
Thanks to all of you for a 
successful day!"

~ Karrianne, Fraser & Partners

every one deserves a decent place to live.  13



Retirement Announcement

It is with mixed emotions that we announce the 
retirement of Gareth Mills, ReStore Procurement 
Manager. After nearly 12 years with Habitat Manitoba, 
Gareth retired at the end of the third quarter in 2022. 
We are extremely excited and happy for our friend 
and mentor as he enters the next phase of his life; at 
the same time, we are saddened to think that Gareth 
will no longer be a part of our daily routine. No longer 

will we be able to draw on his knowledge and 
experience with such ease. 

Gareth joined Habitat in January of 2011 with the 
intention to stay a couple years; but as we are known 
to do, we injected him with Habititus and we have 
been fortunate enough to have him as a member of 
our team as long as we have. Gareth has been the 
driving force that enabled us to expand the ReStore 
social enterprise in Manitoba from one store in 2011 
to three at present. Gareth’s many years at The North 
West Company combined with his determination, 
work ethic and entrepreneurial spirit made him the 
perfect candidate for the job.  

We could go on and on about Gareth's 
accomplishments and impact on the entire 
organization. His procurement of product for the 
store was always interesting; as every item had an 
interesting history and story to be told of its journey 
to the ReStore. Fortunately for all of us, Gareth 
intends to continue to contribute in a volunteer 
capacity. 

Please join us in congratulating Gareth on an 
incredible career and being a true game changer.  

~Tim Frey, Vice President, Restores

Now Accepting 
Cryptocurrency 
Donations

Habitat Manitoba is 
now accepting 
cryptocurrency 
donations. 

Learn more or 
donate today at 
habitat.mb.ca

We are so grateful to 
Vickar Nissan for 
lending us a truck to 
help the construction 
department during 
our busy build 
season.

Thank you 
Vickar Nissan
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Chapter Highlights

This fall, Chapters will start another seven 
homes in the communities of Brandon, 
Winkler, and Morden.  This is in addition to the 
nine homes already started by Chapters 
earlier this year in the communities of Dauphin, 
Landmark, Portage la Prairie & Brandon.

The 12 starts in 2022 is a testament to the 
incredible work that volunteers, donors, trades, 
partner families, and staff have put into these 
projects.

At the heart of Habitat are the partner families.  
Habitat is all about providing high quality 
affordable homeownership to families in need 
of a hand up.  The sixteen partner families that 
will move into these homes will know that they 
are moving into a durable, energy-efficient 
home with an affordable mortgage payment 
that adjusts according to their family income.

In other news, on September 10th, we had the 
opportunity to celebrate the kick-off of a 
side-by-side project in Morden with a ground 
breaking ceremony.  We are so excited to build 
for Zephyr, Dayna, and their children as well as 
Peter, Rosella and their children.

every one deserves a decent place to live.  15
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Community Development Partners

Build Partners

Title Home Sponsors

Community Partners

FLOFORM 
Countertops, with 
its Head Office in 
Winnipeg, is a leading 
manufacturer of quality 
countertops. Since 
2010, FLOFORM 
has been fabricating 
and installing all 
countertops for Habitat 
for Humanity homes in 
Winnipeg.

Wawanesa Insurance, a 
proud Manitoba company, 
has actively supported 
Habitat for Humanity for 
many years in a variety of 
ways including sponsorship 
of our Special Events. 
For the past six years 
Wawanesa has been the 
lead donor for the Manitoba 
Property Insurance annual 
home build. In addition to 
the cash support to Habitat, 
Wawanesa employees don 
their work boots and tool 
belts to assist to build a 
home each year.

At Dufresne Furniture, we 
believe it is our honour and 
our responsibility to support 
the communities that have 
continued to support us 
for nearly 30 years. We are 
proud to partner with HFHM 
by providing product to the 
ReStore and a new energy 
efficient washer and dryer 
pair for each new home 
build in Winnipeg. Find out 
more about Dufresne at 
www.dufresne.ca.

The Richardson 
Foundation helps 
Canadian charitable 
organizations achieve 
their goals by providing 
meaningful funding 
that will enrich the lives 
of the people in the 
communities served 
by James Richardson 
& Sons, Limited and its 
affiliated companies: 
Richardson International, 
Tundra Oil & Gas Limited, 
Richardson Financial 
Group, Richardson 
Centre Limited and 
Wynward Insurance 
Group.

Supporting Home Sponsors

Qualico, a fully integrated real 
estate company with our roots 
established in Winnipeg, has 
supported and partnered with 
Habitat for Humanity Manitoba 
for nearly 30 years. Our support 
includes the lead sponsorship 
of the annual Ride Around the 
Lake cycling fundraiser alongside 
a dedicated involvement with 
Women Build events, and we are 
proud to have partnered with 
Habitat for Humanity Manitoba on 
its first-ever net-zero build in 2018. 
Our employees also join in and 
volunteer on the job site to build 
homes for Habitat Builds each 
year, assisting working families in 
their pursuit of homeownership.

Canada Life is a leading 
insurance, wealth management 
and benefits provider focused 
on improving the financial, 
physical and mental well-being 
of Canadians. For more than 
170 years, individuals, families 
and business owners across 
Canada have trusted us to 
provide sound guidance and 
deliver on the promises we’ve 
made.
On January 1, 2020, Great-
West Life, London Life and 
Canada Life became one 
company – Canada Life, and 
today, we proudly serve more 
than 12 million customer 
relationships from coast to 
coast to coast.

Cycle of Hope

Women BuildFaith Build
Ride Around
the Lake
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Insurance Build Spirit of Hope


