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If you looked closer than usual at the Habitat Blitz Build 
this year, you may have noticed something different. There 
were the usual number of Habitat House and Crew Leaders 
supervising and offering guidance to the hundreds of Build 
volunteers each day – with one exception – four of the eight 
Crew Leaders happened to be women.

This was a first for Habitat Manitoba but has been gradually 
‘building’ to this point because of the Habitat for Humanity 
Women Build program which supports women as leaders 
while fundraising and building homes for Winnipeg families. 

Since 2005, the program has recognized the need to make 
women more comfortable in the non-traditional volunteer 

role of construction. Habitat International took it one step 
further by offering a five-day leadership course for women 
construction volunteers.The course is offered around the 
globe only twice a year, and in 2012 was held in Winnipeg 
with thirteen Women Build volunteers attending. 

Since 2005, the Women Build in Winnipeg has provided 
sponsorship in all but one year. In 2010, even though 
Women Build did not sponsor a home, many Women Build 
volunteers were involved in construction. 

This year was a milestone for the Women Build program 
marking the 10th Habitat home funded and built by Women 
Build.  

Home grown Women Build Leaders
making their mark with Habitat.

Habitat Crew Leaders: Joanne Machado, Sandi Fitzmaurice, Pam Jackson and Lai Chun Yee
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In 2011, David’s life changed forever. 
The year had a rough start when his 
twin toddlers David Junior and Danielle 
were removed from their mother’s home. 
Knowing his kids needed him, David 
applied to take full custody but before 
the children could be put in David’s care, 
he was required to upgrade his living 
accommodations. 

David moved out of his bachelor unit into 
a two bedroom apartment and he soon 
was granted full custody of David Jr. and 
Danielle.  Sadly, their mother has not been 
in their lives since.

David is First Nations, soft spoken, and has 
very little family in Winnipeg. His mother 
lives in Ontario, so he doesn’t have much 
help in raising a set of very energetic and 
active twins. The family's two bedroom 
apartment is furnished with second hand pieces 
with mattresses sitting on the floor in the bedrooms with 
the twins sharing a mattress. 

David does a good job at keeping the apartment well 
maintained, clean and in order. However, the apartment 
doesn’t give the twins a place to play (but that doesn’t 
stop them from bouncing off the walls!). The kids have 
a lot of energy and enjoy running around outside, but 
their present living situation doesn’t enable that very 
often because the area isn’t kid-friendly and doesn’t offer 
any recreational spaces. 

David has been working at a printing company for the 
past five years, but his paychecks are stretched to the 
limit as his rent has more than doubled from when he 
was living in his former bachelor apartment. He doesn’t 
own his own vehicle, but his brother helps him out by 
letting him borrow his truck. 

After gaining full custody of David Jr. and Danielle, 
David has worked very hard trying to make sure his kids 
have everything they need, given his limited resources.
But since partnering with Habitat Manitoba, it will 
become much easier. An affordable new home will 
make a huge difference for his young family as David 
will soon be able to provide a stable home for David Jr. 
and Danielle, as well as a healthy place for them to grow 
while saving for their future.

David is also no stranger to the volunteering community, 
as he volunteers his time on a weekly basis at a local food 
bank. He is a fantastic partner to Habitat and was out at 
Blitz Build helping to build his own home. David is very 
honoured he and his children were selected by Habitat 
and is eternally thankful for his family being given the 
opportunity for a brighter future.

David and his kids accept the Cycle of Hope's autographed momento board.
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A Women Build Blitz took place for one week in May with a 
team of (mostly) female volunteers helping to build a Habitat 
home on Union Avenue in Winnipeg,

Finding corporate build sponsorships and fundraising are 
major and necessary components of the Women Build 
program. 

Throughout the year, the program committee organizes 
several annual fundraising events such as the Amazing Foot 
Rally, the Garden Party Fashion Show, and the Holes for 
Homes golf event. Grace Karpinsky, the outgoing Women 
Build Chair, has been instrumental in Women Build being a 
successful fundraising committee.  

Grace builds with Habitat every year, acts as a Crew Leader 
during the Women Build Blitz, and is also the Chair of both 
the Holes for Homes golf event and the $100 thousand in 
100 days campaign. This year the Women Build committee will 
have their best year ever, raising over $200,000!

Incoming Women Build Chair 
Joanne Machado, a Habitat Crew
Leader, will combine the leadership 
skills demonstrated on the build site
with the fundraising committee to 
ensure the Women Build program 
continuing success.

If you wish to become part of this 
growing program, more information 
is available under Events/Women Build
at www.habitat.mb.ca or contact Kim 
Wilson at 204-235-2400 or e-mail 
kwilson@habitat.mb.ca

Our success depends on your support! To make a donation please visit www.habitat.mb.ca
or mail cheques to Habitat for Humanity Manitoba, 60 Archibald St., Winnipeg, MB  R2J 0V8

‘Home grown’ continued from page 1
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Habitat  for Humanity Manitoba’s 25th Anniversary Gala!

Our success depends on your support! To make a donation please visit www.habitat.mb.ca
or mail cheques to Habitat for Humanity Manitoba, 60 Archibald St., Winnipeg, MB  R2J 0V8

Blitz Build 2013: Shorter and sweeter!

The Fernbank and Main site was once again the stage for Blitz 
Build 2013 and although the 'show' was just six days instead of 
the 12 days from last year, the event was one of the best ever!

Eight homes (four side by sides) were worked on by 100 or 
more volunteers each day who were all kept very busy by the 
Habitat House and Crew Leaders. The weather was great, the 
food amazing (as always), and all the organized chaos at the 
build site was kept under control with many happy and pas-
sionate build volunteers having a safe and great experience.

Many thanks again go to the Croatian Catholic Church, 
St Nicholas Tavelich who provided the venue for breakfast, 
coffee breaks and lunch.  And kudos to all the kitchen 

volunteers for preparing and serving the food, and to the 
Habitat staff who showed up early each day to lend a helping 
hand.

As always, Habitat is extremely grateful to all volunteers, 
donors, partners and sponsors who collectively make this 
event possible each year.

We hope to see many of you back at next year's Blitz Build  
which returns to the Sir Sam Steele site at Nairn and Chester 
Street in the Elmwood area.

To see all the photos from Blitz Build go to www.habitat.mb.ca 
under Media/Photo Albums.
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Great-West Life employees building Habitat home 
to revitalize neighbourhood
Great-West Life staff recently helped construct their sponsored 
Habitat for Humanity home at 248 Langside Street, just a few 
steps from their corporate offices. The foundation was dug 
and the site prepared in July for the build that continued until 
August 30th.
 
Over 12 days nearly 200 Great-West Life volunteers left the 
comfort of their corporate workstations to pick up hammers, 
saws and drills to help build a Habitat home and revitalize 
their neighbourhood. Dedicated Great-West Life staff also 
joined Habitat Manitoba during its annual summer Blitz Build, 
raising their collective total to 300 staff volunteering their time 
at Habitat build sites for the year.

Brad Fedorchuk, Vice-President of Group Underwriting at 
Great-West Life was one of the Blitz Build volunteers, “Habitat 
is a terrific way to be out giving back in the neighbourhood in 
which we work. When 40 or 50 people get together and they’re 
rowing in the same direction, the results are amazing.”

A longtime supporter of Habitat for Humanity Manitoba, 
Great-West Life  first became a home sponsor in 1993 when 
the Jimmy Carter Work Project came to Winnipeg. They have 
been a strong supporter ever since.

Great-West Life and its subsidiaries London Life and Canada 
Life have helped Habitat affiliates in Toronto, London, Calgary, 
Montreal, Vancouver and Halton. For the past five years, they 
have also sponsored Habitat for Humanity Canada’s National 
Award for Sustainable and Affordable Home Building, rec-
ognizing Habitat affiliates and key individuals for their green 
building practices.  

“Great-West Life is an outstanding supporter,” says Sandy 
Hopkins, CEO of Habitat Manitoba, “Their commitment to 
building stronger communities translates to real support for a 
myriad of communities across the country and we are 
delighted that they are continuing to support Habitat.”
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Thank You
to our 2013 Major Sponsors

$50,000 $25,000

$100,000

HOME SPONSORS

$75,000 HOME SPONSORS $50,000 HOME SPONSORS $25,000 HOME SPONSORS

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS BUILD PARTNERS
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Manitoba Property Insurance Build: Ensuring Brighter Futures

Research study shows Habitat homeownership improves lives of families
Recent research funded by Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation (CMHC), shows that of the families surveyed, 86 
percent report being happier since moving into their Habitat 
home and 89 percent said their family life had improved.

"Cramped quarters, unhealthy environments, unsafe 
neighbourhoods - low-income Canadian families often face 
challenges in obtaining housing that meets their needs," said 
Kevin Marshman, President and CEO of Habitat for 
Humanity Canada. "The families who partner with Habitat are 
able to remove themselves from these difficult situations, build 
equity for their futures and begin living healthier, happier and 
more productive lives."

Other key findings from the report: 
•	 70 percent of homebuyers reported improved health, 
        including reduced colds and flu, allergies, asthma 
        symptoms and stress. 

•	 31 percent reported less frequent visits to the doctor and 
about 25 percent said they missed fewer days of work 
because of illness; 

•	 65 percent reported their children's confidence had 
        improved; 

•	 Children's participation in extracurricular activities also 
increased. Involvement in sports increased to 61 percent 
from 50 percent and participation in music and arts 

        increased to 30 percent from 18 percent, with 
        volunteering increasing to 45 percent from 29 percent; 

•	 More than half (58 percent) reported they were better off 
financially now than before they moved into their Habitat 
home. 

In 2012, the insurance industry joined forces to sponsor a 
home built at the Habitat Fernbank site, north of Chief Peguis 
Trail. Ken McCrea, President and CEO of Wawanesa Insurance 
led the effort with the anchor donation.  

Following the success of last year’s venture, Wawanesa 
Insurance once again showed great leadership by bringing to-
gether Manitoba-based property insurers for the First Annual 
Manitoba Property Insurance Build while providing 50 percent 
of the funding for the home sponsorship.  “We believe that 
sponsoring the construction of a home is a natural fit for our 
industry, and we are pleased to continue our partnership with 
Habitat for Humanity  as the primary sponsor of this industry 
initiative,” says Ken McCrea.

Joining Wawanesa are many other Manitoba-based property 
insurers, including Portage Mutual, Red River Mutual, 
Crossroads Insurance and Wynward Insurance Group.  For 
the second year in a row, the Insurance Brokers Association 
of Manitoba is also taking a leadership role by bringing the 
support of the broker community to this exciting initiative.  
In addition to IBAM’s sponsorship, a total of 22 broker 
agencies or restoration companies are supporting the project 

either as sponsors or donors.  Many also picked up hammers 
to help construct the sponsored home.

To show their commitment to improving the lives of those 
less fortunate and strengthening our community, this group 
has committed to a five-year agreement to raise the required 
funding each year to build a Habitat home. 

Left to right: Rick Swanarchuk, Vice President, Sales, Marketing, & Distribution, 
Wynward Insurance Group; David Schioler, CEO, Insurance Brokers Association 
of Manitoba; Alvin Ginter, Vice President, Risk Management, Red River Mutual;
Jeff Goy, Vice President Insurance Products, Wawanesa Insurance
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Families thrive. Communities prosper. Everyone wins.

Enjoy an early 
winter escape to Hawaii 

at the Habitat for Humanity 
House Party & Auction! Contact Elaine Smith for tickets or sponsorship opportunities

e-mail:	esmith@habitat.mb.ca		•	Phone:	204-235-2181

http://www.habitat.mb.ca/events-houseparty.cfm

ALOHA!
A TROPICAL RESORT EVENING

Habitat for Humanity Manitoba 

Thursday, November 7, 2013 
6:00 p.m. @ Winnipeg Convention Centre


