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The Builder

deserves a decent place to live.every one

“It’s never a sacrifice to 
be a part of Habitat. 

It’s always a blessing”

~ Mrs. Rosalynn Carter
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President & Mrs. Carter 
arrived in Winnipeg on July 
12th, 2017 for their second 

Carter Work Project. The first 
time was 24 years earlier, in 1993.

The project this year consisted of 
houses being framed, with roofs 
on and windows and doors 
installed bringing to lockup – 15 
homes on permanent foundations 
and 5 homes on platforms to be 
moved, later, to their permanent 
foundations in other parts of 
Winnipeg. The broad intent was 
to bring the homes as ready as 
possible for the trades to start 
installing mechanical and 
electrical systems the following 
week.

During the week of July 10 – 
14, we converted a quiet 
field into a bustling 

community with 500 – 750 
people on site each day. 

"I just wanted to thank Habitat 
for Humanity for putting 

together an amazing Carter 
Work Project.  The organization, 

logistics, and hospitality were 
outstanding.  I met some 

amazing people and have 
memories to savor for a 

lifetime." 

   ~Jon 
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Complete with a massive food 
tent, reception tent, medical tent 
and media tent, all effort was 
focused on supporting the 
volunteers that came out to build. 
In total, almost 3,000 volunteers 
worked during the week. The 
largest group and the one 
receiving the most attention was 
the build volunteers but without 
the hospitality volunteers 
managing everything from 
registration to food service and 
water distribution and the first aid 
volunteers keeping people 
healthy, the site would not have 
functioned. A heartfelt thank you 
to everyone. 

The week had many exciting 
moments: the cranes lifting 
the roofs into place on 

Tuesday and Wednesday; Scott 
McGillivray’s participation; 
President Carter’s inspirational 
devotion to the volunteers on 

Thursday morning and the 
Closing Ceremonies at the 
Canadian Museum for Human 
Rights were among them. What 
captured everyone’s attention, 
however, was President Carter 
becoming ill on Thursday 
morning. Initially thought to be 
dehydration, the vagal incident 
that he experienced caused him 
to be hospitalized overnight as a 
precaution. President and Mrs. 
Carter returned to the site on 
Friday morning to assure 
everyone he was fine. Later that 
day, President Carter conducted 
two in-depth media interviews 
and the Carters had their pictures 
taken with the volunteers and 
homeowners in front of the 
houses being built. 

At the Closing Ceremonies, 
each of the Carters spoke 
for many minutes, without 

notes, describing their long 

commitment to Habitat and the 
joy they get from helping families 
achieve homeownership. Mrs. 
Carter, to our delight, commented 
that this was the best organized 
build site she had been on in 36 
years working with Habitat. That 
echoed comments Scott 
McGillivray made to the media 
while in Winnipeg regarding how 
impressed he was with the 
organization and management of 

“I had a great time with the build, 
meeting the homeowners and working 
with the leaders and crew. Thank you 
for taking such good care of me and 

the rest of the volunteers.” 

~Sharon

~ Sandy Hopkins
CEO, Habitat for Humanity MB
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"...it was an event 
I won’t soon forget." 

~ Scott McGillivray
TV Personality
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"I’ve worked on a lot of renovation sites in my day, but from 
the moment I arrived, I knew this was going to be different. 
Never have I seen such energy, such enthusiasm, and such 
genuine gratitude to be a part of something so important.
 
The build itself was great. It’s hard to believe that over 500 
people travelled from all over the world – THE WORLD! – to 
help families in need. These are people who don’t just talk 
the talk, they walk the walk – putting in 8 hour days in the 
heat and humidity. And by the end of the day, the amount 
of work that was complete, and the sense of camaraderie 
that had been established, was pretty awesome. You’d 
think these people had been working together for years.
 
Over the two days I spent in Winnipeg, I got the chance to 
visit all the houses and meet the crews. The idea was that I 
might be able to answer some questions about building, 

but as it turns out, most of the questions I got were about 
my wife and daughters. I guess we know who the real 
celebrities are! At the end of the day we capped it all off 
with a giant roof raising. It was super intense watching all 
the roofs being craned up onto the houses at once, and it 
was an event I won’t soon forget. 
 
My life gets pretty busy, but taking the time out to work on 
such an important project has left me re-energized and 
re-invigorated.  I want to thank Habitat for Humanity, the 
Jimmy and Rosalyn Carter Work Project, and the MANY 
volunteers who took the time to make it happen. Looking 
forward to the next one!"    

     ~Scott McGillivray
TV Personality

Scott's Reflection
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The Jimmy & Rosalynn Carter Work  Project Site

Lyle Street - An Affordable Community
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March, 2017

July, 2017
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Habitat Handyman

Key Ceremony at 219 McKenzie, Shoal Lake, Manitoba

Since October of this year, 
Habitat Handyman has 
made some exciting 
changes that are sure to 
make people take notice.  
We have a new General 
Manager, Derek Olshevski. 
He comes to us with 17 
years of experience running 
his own business. 

Within his first 2 weeks 
Derek started hiring 

additional tradespeople to increase our capacity.  
As of this writing, we now have a Red Seal 
carpenter on staff, Michael Holroyd, a very talented 
tradeswoman, Fiona Plett, two new Junior 
tradesmen, Justin Punton and Howard Duffney, 
and our Handymen, Errol Engle & Gary Arsenault. 

Felicity Milne is our Habitat 
Handyman Coordinator who 
schedules each project, and 
helps us stay on task.

We are looking to hire 
additional staff as the jobs 
continue to grow in number 
and scale. These include 
home renovations, fences, 
decks as well as smaller 
home improvement projects 
tailored to each budget and 
style. As Handyman continues its progress forward 
it will further assist Habitat for Humanity’s mandate 
of building safe and affordable housing. This truly 
is an exciting time for Handyman as we see 
tremendous growth ahead and look forward to all 
that 2018 and beyond has in store.

A Fresh Start to a Prosperous Future

Michael Holroyd Fiona PlettJustin Punton Errol Engle Gary Arsenault

To book an estimate, call 204-233-5160 ext. 261 or email handyman@habitat.mb.ca
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Habitat Manitoba’s Chapters are making key 
contributions to achieve our Jimmy & Rosalynn Carter 
Work Project goal to build 25 homes in 2017.  The 
Portage la Prairie Chapter is excited to take on the 
construction of two homes. The project broke ground 
in August and marks a significant milestone for the 
Chapter as this is their ninth and tenth homes built 
over their history. To achieve such a milestone, the 
community has demonstrated strong support through 
donations of labour, materials, land and money. The 
project will see two bungalows constructed on Lorne 
Avenue East which is close to all the services of 
downtown Portage.

The Brandon Chapter has taken on two exciting 
projects.  One of the projects is on Franklin Street. 
This is the fourth home that the Chapter has built in 
this area, adding to a Habitat community that has over 
20 homes in total. The other project is on an infill lot 
on Frederick Street. We are using a new house design 
and are excited to build a home in this mature 
neighbourhood. We are very grateful to the City of 
Brandon for selling the lot for one dollar and to 
Manitoba Housing for its generous sponsorship so 
that we can provide a well built, affordable home for a 
family in need of a hand up!

Our Chapters

Key Ceremony at 753 Percy, Brandon, ManitobaKey Ceremony at 219 McKenzie, Shoal Lake, Manitoba
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High Schools Participate 
in Carter Work Project
The mission of High Schools for Habitat (3H Build) is to foster the social consciousness of High School age students 
and their surrounding communities by developing an awareness of Habitat for Humanity and encouraging 
cooperative involvement through education, volunteer and fundraising opportunities.

We were thrilled to welcome the following High Schools to participate in the 2017 
Carter Work Project:

•	 Dakota High School
•	 Fort Richmond Collegiate
•	 St. Paul's High School
•	 J.H. Bruns Collegiate
•	 John Taylor Collegiate
•	 Louis Riel Arts & Technology 
•	 Maples Collegiate
•	 Sanford High School
•	 Springfield Collegiate

If you would like further information on the 3H program, please go to:
http://www.habitat.mb.ca/get-school-highschools.cfm
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Pollard Banknote and the Pollard family have been 
proud to support Habitat for Humanity for a long time.  

"We’ve worked on Habitat builds, we’ve ridden in ‘Muddy 
Waters’ and ‘Ride Around the Lake’ fundraising rides and 
we’ve sponsored new programs like the Habitat Handyman 
service. It is safe to say we’re believers in Habitat.

If you ask us why we support Habitat, the simple answer is 
because we want to make a difference for families in 
Winnipeg living in poverty.  Whether through our family 
foundation, or Pollard Banknote’s contributions, or our own 
volunteer work, we’re involved with a lot of not-for-profit 
groups.  But when it comes to addressing poverty, there are 
few organizations where the money we donate is so clearly 
having an impact.

The inability to find safe, appropriate, affordable housing is 
a leading cause of families being stuck in a cycle of poverty.  
When families get the keys to their new Habitat home, that 
cycle can be broken.  Families work hard to qualify for a 
Habitat home, putting in many hours of sweat equity.  But 
they work even harder to keep their Habitat home because 
they know what an advantage it is.  

We’re thrilled to have a role in helping those families who 
need a hand up.  And we admire the virtuous circle that 
Habitat creates every time a new family is placed.  As that 
family pays their mortgage, more Habitat homes can be 
built, and Habitat families continue to donate sweat equity, 
volunteering to build new homes for future Habitat families."  
 

Pollard Banknote

Pollard Banknote Build Day
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The Carter Build has been on people’s minds for 
months prior and months post build!  This project 

was an amazing collaboration that helped Habitat for 
Humanity Manitoba frame 21 homes during the week of 
July 10 -14th.  There were 1,466 construction volunteers 
who helped build the homes and another 121 volunteers 
who provided hospitality services for the builders!  These 
folks filled close to 600 spots each day coming together 
with energy, enthusiasm, expertise, a willingness to help 
and support each other with the daunting task of 
framing 21 homes in 5 days!   They consumed over 5,000 
pounds of food and drank close to 10,000 liters of liquids 

throughout the week.  In true “giving from the heart” 
fashion Manitoba is so well known for, these folks made 
the 34th Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter Work Project the 
best one ever!  When the week had concluded, and 
people had gone back to their homes and regular jobs, 
the thank you notes started arriving.  

People like Sharon Hudson from Atlanta – who not only 
came to assist with the build but also came to enjoy the 
sights and sounds of Winnipeg.  

People like Jean and Gene Cravens wrote us to say:

12   The Builder Spring 2014

2017 Carter Work Project

Dear Kelly,

THANK YOU to ALL who helped make us feel SO welcome in 
Winnipeg during the Carter Project!  You went out of your way to 
help us with transportation, information and really anything we 
needed.  Maybe we'll meet up again in South Bend next year!
                
Jean and Gene Cravens

Special Thanks
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Habitat for Humanity Manitoba has been the benefactor of some wonderful Community Events in 
the past year!  Thank you to the following organizations for coordinating the events and for your 
support of Habitat. 

Community Events

Crosstown Civic Credit Union
Shred Days

On April 22 and 
September 16, 2017 all 
four Crosstown Civic 
Credit Union Branches 
participated in the 10th 
annual Shred Day with 
funds raised being 
directed to Habitat for 
Humanity Manitoba.  
Members of the 
community and 

Crosstown Civic Credit Union were invited to bring their 
shredding down to the locations.  In lieu of paying for this 
service, they were asked to make a donation to Habitat.  A 
huge thank you to the staff at Crosstown for organizing this 
event and helping us achieve our goal of building homes for 
families in need.  Also a heartfelt thank you to Phoenix 
Shredding for donating their trucks and services to this great 
event.  A total of $18,644 was raised!  

Bodtker Group of Companies
7th Annual Charity Golf Tournament

On September 
13th, 2017, 102 
golfers teed off at 
Pine Ridge Golf 
Club for a great 
day of golfing 
and camaraderie.  
The tournament, 
presented by 
Dow, was a great 
way to raise 

funds for Habitat for Humanity.  The golfers enjoyed hole 
contests, a gourmet dinner as well as a Live and Silent 
Auction.  Thank you to the Bodtker Group of companies, 
including Reliance and Nemco for your generosity and 
support!  A total of $24,537.10 was raised.

Priority Rocks 4  
Habitat for Humanity Manitoba

On September 14, 
2017, Priority 
Restoration put the 
fun in Funspiel by 
hosting a Curling 
Fundraiser for Habitat 
Manitoba. Curlers 
enjoyed an evening of 
curling, prizes, good 
food and networking 

while raising funds for Habitat.  Thank you to the Priority 
Restoration Committee for organizing such a wonderful event.  
Thanks also the Granite Curling Club for providing such an 
awesome venue!

Torque Brewing Supports  
Habitat for Humanity Manitoba

In June, 2017 
Torque Brewing 
announced a 
summer 
fundraising 
program in 
support of 
Habitat for 
Humanity.  
Torque crafted a 
new beer, 

Foundation American Pale Ale, specifically for this 
community initiative.  President of Torque Brewing, John 
Heim said:  “We are proud to be able to support such a 
worthwhile cause.”  A big thank you to Manitoba Liquor & 
Lotteries for providing retail space allowing Manitobans 
easy access to this product.  A total of $10,000 was 
raised.  Thank you to all the staff at Torque Brewing for 
your support and for helping Habitat families.
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Build your team while 
building with Habitat

Habitat for Humanity’s  team building opportunities offer organizations a chance to invest in their employees while making 
a real difference in the lives of hard-working families and the communities in which they live. Just like future Habitat 
homeowners do prior to purchasing their Habitat home, your team members will come together on a Habitat build site, roll 
up your sleeves and work together to help build a safe, decent, and affordable home that a family in need will one day call 
home. 

Habitat’s team building opportunities are an experience like no other. When your team arrives on the build site, their job 
titles will disappear. Employees of all skill levels – beginner to professional – will learn useful skills as they work side-by-side 
in a safe environment under the leadership of experienced Habitat crew leaders. While the work will be challenging, it will 
also be rewarding. Together, your team will have fun, connect with fellow colleagues in a meaningful way, and leave the 
build site proud of their accomplishments, their colleagues, and their organization.

Thank you to the many organizations that came out to build this year through our Team Building Program! You have made 
a tremendous impact in the lives of families and in our communities.

Build with Habitat
"As an organization, participating in the Adopt-A-Day program 
is about improving our community, supporting families, and 
spending the day with our colleagues in an entirely different 
environment. For Emergent, it is an annual event that has a 
quick volunteer sign-up and is so rewarding to all of us, and it 
pays back tenfold in our team culture. Amazing what each set 
of hands can do to make a difference."                
       ~Emergent Biosolutions

Richardson GMP CN

Arctic Glacier Enterprise

To book your Team Build Day, contact Susan Buffie @ sbuffie@habitat.mb.ca
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The 5th Annual Manitoba 
Property Insurance Build 
took place September 19th 
to 22nd. Manitoba-based 
property insurers and 
brokers came together to 
help with a variety of tasks 
on the build site and raised 
over $100,000 to support 
the construction of a new 
home for Eryn, Cody and 
their daughter to purchase 
affordably. 

A special thank you to the 
sponsors who supported 
the initiative with their 
donations and their hard 
work:  Wawanesa 
Insurance, Insurance 
Brokers Association of 
Manitoba, Wynward 
Insurance Group, Portage 
Mutual Insurance, Red 
River Mutual, HUB, MIG 
Insurance, ONE Insurance, 
and Rempel Insurance 
Brokers.

Manitoba Property 
Insurers and Brokers 
Build with Habitat!

Eryn & Cody with  their daughter Era

Build Appreciation
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Cycle of Hope
Each year since 1993, the Cycle of Hope (COH) riders cycle to raise money to build a better life for a 
Habitat family giving them the opportunity to gain independence through home ownership.

On Monday, July 3rd 2017, 46 cyclists embarked on a Canadian Rockies journey from Jasper through 
the Columbia Icefields, Banff and Lake Louise completing their Alberta portion of the ride at 
Waterton National Park.  On Thursday, July 13th, the last leg of the ride from Portage to Winnipeg, 
COH riders were joined by 46 Alumni riders and arrived together by a police escorted parade 
through Winnipeg ending at the Jimmy & Rosalyn Carter Work Project build site.  They were greeted 
by family, friends, volunteers and the COH Habitat partner family to celebrate their achievements and 
congratulate them on their efforts of raising over $280,000.

Presenting Sponsor:  

“It was an exhilarating and breathtaking ride from 
Jasper back home to Winnipeg and we couldn't 

have done it without your support! From the 
bottom of our hearts – thank you! Motto: “Rest if 

you must but don’t you quit”.  
~ Greg & Cristina Derige

"On the Cycle of Hope ride, I discovered world 
class support, safe routes designed to inspire 

and challenge, 46 like-minded cyclists of all skill 
levels and the opportunity to fundraise for a 
family I grew to respect and admire.  What a 

great experience!"  
~ John Hill

Photo Credit: Ron Boily

Stony Mountain 
Institution

Supporters:  
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Ride Around the Lake

Photo Credit: Tom Thomson Photo Credit: Ron Boily

“It’s an amazing group to ride with.  
There’s so much comradery.  We suffer 
together, laugh together and that’s what 

keeps driving me back.  But more 
importantly it’s about the cause.”  

~ Edgar Rosales

“Providing people that hand up to get them 
into a house changes their lives.  I’ve seen 

first hand on a number of home dedications 
where families are so happy to have 

something that they own and have had a 
part in actually building.”   

~ Kevin Van

Ride Around the Lake, a signature Habitat event welcomes cyclists who have personally committed 
to raising money to support the construction of affordable homes for low income families in 
Manitoba. This unique event allows supporters to engage in a direct and meaningful way, while 
doing what they love, cycling. 
 
On September 15th 2017, a resilient group of 40 cyclists gathered in the early morning in beautiful 
Kenora, Ontario ready to ride. On the first day they endured the cold, wind and rain which continued 
on through day two. Cyclists battled the elements with high spirits and comradery resulting in a 
rewarding and successful ride.  The 2017 ride raised over $250,000 for a total of over 
$2 million dollars over the past 11 years.  

“There’s elements to riding that are crappy – wind, rain and cold weather.  And we don’t have all three, 
so it’s all good!”  ~ Brian Thiessen

Presenting Sponsors:  
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Women Build
In 2017 Women Build raised over $140,000 to build a 
home for Sara and her 5 children.

The Women Build Fundraising Committee hosted 
three great events in the spring. The Prairie Fashion 
Show took place in April where a sold out crowd was 
treated to fashions and accessories from a diverse 
range of Winnipeg boutiques. The Amazing Foot 
Rally in May had participants running around St. 
Boniface learning about our Manitoba French and 
Metis heritage. June gave us a beautiful hot day for the 
Holes for Homes golf event that took place at the 
Lorette Golf Course. None of these successful events 
can take place without the hard work of a dedicated 
group of volunteers and the attendance and 
participation of Women Build supporters. 

Women Build was also excited to take part in the 
Jimmy & Rosalynn Carter Work Project for a week in 
July, working alongside Sara who, along with her 5 
children, purchased their Women Build sponsored 
home and received the keys on November 27th. It was 
an incredible experience for everyone involved.

Women Build hosted their first ever Quiz Night in 
October, 2017. It was a fantastic way to end the year 
with a fun night of trivia and friendly competition.

Stayed tuned for more news on upcoming events in 
2018!

Joanne Machado, Chair
Habitat for Humanity  Manitoba

Women Build 

Sara and her familyWomen Build House Leaders at the 
2017 Carter Work Project

Holes for Homes The Amazing Foot RallyThe Garden Party Fashion Show

COMMUNITY PARTNER
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Wawanesa
Wawanesa Insurance is proud to support Habitat for 
Humanity in its efforts to provide safe and affordable 
housing for families in Manitoba. Each year, employees 
from Wawanesa Insurance dedicate their time to 
volunteer to help build homes for Habitat for Humanity 
and its partner families. This year, we had the pleasure of 
participating in the Jimmy & Rosalynn Carter Work 
Project to build 150 homes across the country in 
celebration of Canada’s 150th birthday.

Nikola Karpisek, one of Wawanesa’s database 
administrators based in Winnipeg, was among the many 
Wawanesa employees who volunteered in Winnipeg and 
Edmonton this past summer during the Carter Work 
Project to help make the dream of owning a home a 
reality for many Canadian families. Nikola is delighted to 
share his experience.

“I received information in the company mailbox about 
volunteering for the Habitat for Humanity project that 
was organized for Canada’s 150th birthday. It didn’t take 
me long to think about it and apply as a volunteer. Sooner 
than I expected I received confirmation that I was 
selected. In wholehearted honesty I didn’t know what to 
expect on this big build day, but I was happy that I could 
help with building a house that will help a family gain 
roots. The day came. It was an early rise and shine. I 
didn’t know anybody and as the clouds were covering 
the sun, the weather forecast was predicting rain. I wasn’t 
the happiest camper, but as soon as I entered through 
the Habitat build gates, things started to change. There 
were tons of people with the same purpose, same goal 
and same desire. Everyone was working with a smile on 
his or her face and things started to get easier. If people 
couldn’t build, they were preparing food, cleaning and 
taking care of the other volunteers. Everybody was 
contributing in the way they could - and everybody was 

enjoying it. After breakfast and speeches from the 
sponsors, we heard stories from families whose lives 
were changed by previous build projects. I felt an 
immediate rush of thankfulness that I could be there and 
that one day somebody else might be standing there and 
talking how his or her life changed because of the house 
I helped build.

When we started working, I noticed I wasn’t the oldest 
and definitely not the youngest. We were all between 18 
and 70 years old. Everything was organized perfectly 
and everybody had their spot ready as we started. Rain 
was falling, lunch passed by and the roof started to look 
like a real roof, but strangely enough after a whole day of 
working through sun and rain, I never felt that my 
enthusiasm dropped. In fact, it grew even bigger. Every 
time I raised my head, I saw there were 20 people on 
each of the 25 houses that never stopped working either. 
When it rained they didn’t stop, when the sun was burning 
they didn’t stop, and they definitely didn’t feel like 
stopping when the build day was coming close an end.

I was sorry to see the build day end, but was so glad I 
was there. I met new friends, gained new skills and I truly 
felt like I helped somebody. This day didn’t just leave a 
mark on me, but also on my team and the people who will 
live in this house. It also left a mark on my family. When 
the build day was done, my little ones picked me up and 
I showed them what we were doing. Now, every time 
when we pass those houses they scream out: “Here are 
houses that daddy built” and I feel proud again every 
time. They even talked about it at school in front of their 
class. Next year, I’m volunteering again and I hope that 
soon my kids will do it also. And that is all because tons 
of everyday people got together and had tons of fun with 
helping others”.

~ Nikola Karpisek
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I remember when I was a renter.  I was a single parent with 
two kids working at a low paying job.  Even though my job 
did not pay well, I liked it.  I was helping people who needed 
help.  It was and still is quite rewarding in a personal way.  

My Mom would tell me that I should apply for a Habitat 
house.  I would say, “Yes”, not believing that I would ever 
qualify for one and then talk myself out of trying at all.

This went on for a long time, until one day, I called to ask for 
an application.  It was not long before my application came 
in the mail and with great anticipation, I opened it up.

Then, slowly, I began to fill it out.  Starting with the easiest 
parts like our names and information about us.  Then, it 
asked which Church we attended.  Oh No! I thought, we did 
not go to church!  At this point, it seemed as though filling 
out this form was useless.  Why would they even consider 
us?  So, I put the application away.

Many months later, someone told me that we did not have 
to go to Church to apply.  I phoned Habitat and asked them 
if this was a requirement and they said it was not, so I dug 
out the application and completed it.

By the time I was done, I realized that more than likely I was 
not the kind of person they would accept, so, once again, I 
put it in a safe place. I am not sure if I was afraid of being 
accepted or rejected….fear of success or the fear of failure.
For two years, I kept the application in my bag.  When 
anyone asked about it, I would say I was working on it and 
soon, everyone stopped asking.

One day, a woman where I work asked me if I had ever 
applied for a house with Habitat for Humanity.  I told her the 
whole story and that I did not think I was the kind of person 
they would accept.  After a lot of discussion, she convinced 
me to apply.  What is the worst that could happen?  I 
reviewed it one more time, updated a few things and 
mailed it in.

Within a few weeks, the people that I listed as references 
had been contacted by Habitat and the family selection 
committee interviewed our family.  Then, we waited.

It was amazing when we were 
notified that we had been accepted.  
We were going to own our own 
home.  The thought of it was 
exhilarating and even a little 
overwhelming. There were so many 
details.
My house was going to be on Alfred Avenue.  There were 
three lots assigned for Habitat homes.  When I first moved 
to Winnipeg in February 1984, we moved to this part of 
town.  I knew the neighbors and felt at home here. My 
friend Glenda lived across the street from these lots. One 
day we were sitting together going over the pros and cons 
of each lot.  At this time, we did not know who was getting 
which one.  Glenda and I decided the third one would suit 
me the best…not knowing that this is exactly where my 
new home, our new home would be.

There were many decisions to be made from looking over 
the designs of our home to selecting colours and styles.  Oh, 
and of course we received our sweat equity books.  We 
carefully took it with us to every opportunity to get our 
hours completed quickly.

My son was a minor and could only get a half hour for each 
hour worked, but that was okay. We were working together 
to get our first home.  We completed all of our hours and 
even got a few extra, which we donated to another family 
that needed them.

When it was “Build time”, we were so 
excited.  At first, they said my son 
could not help on the build because 
he was too young.  Then they 
decided that he could be their 
gopher, go for this, go for that….it 
was wonderful.

My Habitat for 
Humanity Story
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It was so amazing that we were able 
to participate in the building of our 
home, with all the incredible 
volunteers that worked alongside of 
us.  To be a part of every step along 
the way. 
The volunteers did some extras too.  Some men built us a 
picnic table that we still use today and some helped us to 
renovate our doghouse.  My dog had the best doghouse in 
Winnipeg!  It was completely insulated and the siding even 
matched our house. She loved her house.

This took place in 2001. Over the years, this home has had 
many changes.  My children grew up and moved out.  I went 
through a bit of empty nest when my son first moved out 
and got a small dog to fill the void.  Three months later, my 
two great nieces moved in. The girls loved their new home, 
especially when I had a play structure made in our back yard 

for them.  A year later, I attained legal guardianship of them.  
We have had foster children stay with us and even 
homestay students.

I have lived in my house for 17 years 
and love it as much today as I did 
when we first moved in.  My 
grandchildren have never known 
any other home.  I have seven 
grandchildren, four biological and 
three by choice.
Our home has truly been a blessing and I pray that the 
rooms will always be full. 

Thank you Habitat for Humanity for making this possible.

          ~ Lisa
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Graham Construction
Graham Construction is a new corporate sponsor for 
Habitat for Humanity Manitoba. With the heightened 
awareness of the Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter Work 
Project this summer, the timing was perfect for them 
to partner and help build affordable homes in Winnipeg.  
Graham’s values and culture can be summed up by 
three words: commitment, integrity and reliability.  This 
is how they run their day to day business and why 
giving back to the community they do business in is so 
important. 

Orlene King, Director of Communications in the 
Edmonton offices called David Thusberg, District 
Manager for Manitoba  and proposed partnering  with 
the Carter Work Project and after a few meetings with 
his team, David was in.  Getting buy in for community 
projects from the entire company is important to David 
and after a regular Friday team meeting, everyone was 
on board and ready to build. 
  
Fast forward to July and the Lyle Street site is prepped 
and ready to welcome thousands of volunteers. The 
Graham Construction team consisted of 10 volunteers 
and built on Thursday and Friday during the Blitz Build 
week when President and Mrs. Carter were on site. 
Joe Tacchi was the House Leader on 224 Lyle Street 
and was there all week, making sure every part of the 
build was to Habitat’s high standards of excellence.  
Each volunteer was thrilled and proud to be a part of 
something their company was involved in.  

 “It was cool to see a lot of people from all walks of life 
participating to help families who have either hardship 
in their lives or just less fortunate in general. To have 
people that were there that have volunteered at over 
30 different builds was neat and it shows how 
worldwide this organization is (Habitat).” said Sebastian 
Putze, Graham Construction employee

“My most memorable moment during the Habitat for 
Humanity build was meeting the new home owners 
and getting to know their story. At the end of the day I 
had a sense of pride within myself and Graham 
Construction for being there and having such a positive 
impact for these families.” said Dillon Gretchen, 
Graham Construction employee

It is companies like Graham Construction that provide 
the volunteer labour and financial gifts that allow 
Habitat for Humanity to build safe, decent affordable 
homes.  Thank you Graham Construction and your 
entire team for your involvement in the Carter Work 
Project. 
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Faith Build
The Faith Build unites a variety of churches and individuals through the shared goal of giving hope to a Habitat 
partner family through the building of a new and affordable home.   This year we give special thanks to the Ursuline 
Sisters of Tildonk Inc. for their very generous donation.  The Ursuline Sisters have donated consistently to Habitat 
Manitoba for the past eight years – we are so grateful!  A sincere and heartfelt thank you is also extended to Dave 
and Denise Wall who contributed very generously to this build.  We were very pleased to welcome both Dave and 
Denise to the Carter Work Project this year! 

Nehemiah Faith Build

John Ruban Wall Grain

“His servants will arise and build” Nehemiah 2:20 
  
The Nehemiah Faith Build, spearheaded by John and Christine Ruban, raised over $175,000.  This incredible 
undertaking was made possible through hard work, generosity, and dedication to Habitat For Humanity 
Manitoba.  We would also like to extend a sincere thank you to the following organizations and individuals who 
contributed to this build:

    Bradet-Simpson Wealth Management Group
    Bruce & Liane King
    Dominion Divers (Marine Contractors)
    Dorothy Privensal
    Frank Caligiuri and Family (Domenic & Tania)
    Jim & Therese McCormick
    John & Christine Ruban
    Montrose Mortgage Corporation
    Nanton Financial Services Inc.
    Ruban Insurance Brokers Inc.
    Terry Barkman & Cheryl Edwards
    Wall Grain (David & Denise Wall)
    Wellington – Altus Private Wealth

    Anonymous (5)
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Thank you to the 2017 
Major Sponsors.

Women Build

Platinum Sponsor

Silver Sponsors

Nehemiah Faith Build

CONTROL YOUR GRAIN
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Gold Sponsors Canada Sponsors

Faith Build
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Community Developer

Media Sponsors
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Brian & Elizabeth Hastings

Ursuline Sisters of Tildonk


