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To receive our e-Builder newsletter, sign up online at www.habitat.mb.ca. 

The greenest affordable housing 
development in Canada

The Builder
Issue 5 / Fall 2010

Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg (HFHW) is proud of the 
fact all its new homes at the Sir Sam Steele school build site are 
not only the greenest housing development in Manitoba, but the 
greenest ‘affordable’ housing development in Canada! The first 
twelve of these completed Habitat homes on McCalman Avenue 
are built to the Manitoba Hydro Power Smart Gold standard 
and the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Development 
(LEED®) certification. When completed, the remaining 20 
homes will maintain the same environmental standards. 

“The energy and water efficiency of all these homes not only 
makes them environmentally friendly but also more affordable 
by reducing the daily living costs for our low-income working 
families,” says Sandy Hopkins, CEO of Habitat for Humanity 
Winnipeg.

“After moving into our new home in November and receiving 
our first extremely low heating bill during a very cold month, 
we thought there was a mistake so we called Habitat to find 

out the problem,” says a proud new Habitat homeowner. 
“Habitat told us this is normal because of the high energy 
efficiency standards Habitat homes are built to, so only 
when we received our second low heating bill did we actually 
believe it!”

The Habitat homes are the only homes in Manitoba to 
warrant the LEED® certification and with the final testing, 
our expectation is to receive the highest possible platinum 
certification. The LEED® for Homes Rating System is points 
based, measuring the overall performance of a home in eight 
categories: innovation and design process; location and 
linkages; sustainable sites; water efficiency; energy and 
atmosphere; materials and resources; indoor air quality; and, 
awareness and education. Points are accumulated in each 
category by designing, building and using materials that 
lessen the impact on the environment. There are four levels 
of  LEED®  recognition: Certified, Silver, Gold and Platinum. 

See ‘Greenest’ on page 3

Habitat homes on McCalman Avenue, part of the greenest housing development in Canada, make an attractive addition to the neighbourhood.
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While growing up in Fort Rouge, Lorelei attended 
the Children of the Earth school and was the first 

in her family to graduate from high School – a fact that 
makes her rather proud. She wanted to do one step better 
as she set her sights on university and took two years of 
the Bachelor of Arts program, enabled through her First 
Nation Band sponsorship before becoming unexpectedly 
pregnant. She had to leave school because her common-law 
spouse was unwilling to help in any matter so she had 
to accept social assistance and raise their child herself. 
Three years later she had her second child which made 
her realize it was up to her to find a way to provide the 
best she could for her children.

For 10 years the family moved around Winnipeg’s North 
End 11 times looking for a safe, affordable and suitable 
place to live and raise young children. During this time 
Lorelei could only work part-time as she had to care for 
the children herself and was on and off social assistance 
through this testing time.

In 2006 the family found an affordable apartment on 
West Broadway but it was not safe as drugs and gangs 
were common in the apartment building, having Lorelei 
fear for her children’s safety. One time even a SWAT Unit 
arrive on the scene and evacuated the building in order 
to capture a wanted criminal.

Lorelei knew the only way to try and improve her 
situation was through education, so she attended the 
Urban Circle Training Centre which has a partnership 
certificate program with Red River College. She proudly 
graduated with Honours as a Family Support Worker 
specializing in Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD).

After graduating in late 2006, she got a job immediately with 
‘Healthy Starts for Mom and Me’, as a full-time Family 
Support Worker.  She was now a ‘single working mom’.

Still, her living situation didn’t improve even though her 
outlook remained positive. In 2009, her sister pushed her 
into applying to Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg through 
a First Nation partnership with the Province and Habitat. 
To her disbelief, she was approved almost immediately.

It still seems surreal for Lorelei who will soon be a very 
proud homeowner that has finally found stability and 
security though home ownership. She will live close to 
other Habitat families she has met through the Blitz Build 
this year, many of whom have become friends.  Lorelei 
feels like she belongs in a safe community and can finally 
relax and enjoy the safety and freedoms of owning her 
own home, like decorating her new house however she 
wants. Her daughter, Ashlin, a typical teenager, relishes 
the opportunity to proudly invite her friends to her home 
and show them her soon to be very ‘cool’ room that she 
will decorate herself. Her younger brother Nathaniel can 
now roam inside and outside the home without his mom 
fearing for his safety.

Lorelei still can’t believe her good fortune as she owes it 
all to her perseverance, Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg, 
and of course her sister, who pushed her in the right 
direction.

Homeowner PROFILE

Lorelei stands in front of her soon to be new home with her two children.

HFHW is trying to be as green as possible. Those prefering an electronic version 
of this newsletter please call us at 233-5160 (ext. 0) or email info@habitat.mb.ca
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A proposal from Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg (HFHW) to 
Habitat for Humanity Canada (HFHC) was recently approved 
to expand the geographic area served by Winnipeg. Presently, 
HFHW serves the City of Winnipeg and immediate surround-
ing areas such as East and West St. Paul. Habitat Winnipeg also 
has established satellite operations known as Chapters in Selkirk, 
Portage and Steinbach, who have built a combined total of 17 
homes. 

Under the new arrangement, HFHW is now able 
to build homes anywhere in Manitoba – with the 
exception of Brandon – as well as in Northwestern 
Ontario, reaching as far east as Kenora.   

Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg has been 
mentoring local groups “unofficially” in Kenora 
and Thompson who will now be invited to 
formally join the Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg 
family. Several other communities in Manitoba 
have also expressed an interest in becoming part 
of our program. In order to successfully develop 
operations across the province, HFHW is pleased 
to announce that Steve Krahn (formerly Steve 
Dick) has been appointed Vice President, 
Regional Development. Steve has been involved 

with HFHW for many years, currently serving as Director, 
People Services. Throughout the next few months, Steve will be 
transitioning into his new responsibilities, being fully engaged 
with regional development by January 2011.

Habitat Winnipeg will provide considerable assistance to any 
community interested in working with us. The list will include

administrative and accounting support, construction 
advice and build plans, recruitment techniques 

and safety training for volunteers, along with 
family selection support, fundraising skill, and 

construction funding assistance through 
our partners at Manitoba Lotteries and 

Manitoba Housing. All existing and new 
chapters will continue to have their local 

donations go to their communities while 
receiving tax receipts administered from the 

Habitat Winnipeg office.

   The program requires a community to demonstrate 
their interest by showing support from community 
institutions such as the town council, chamber of 
commerce, and also establishing a volunteer commit-
tee with strong leadership. 

‘Greenest’ continued from page 1

Manitoba Hydro, Investors Group and The Home Depot
Canada Foundation are the major financial supporters to
HFHW that help cover the additional cost of $10,000 that is 
required for each home to meet these efficiency standards. 
“Ten thousand dollars applied to 32 homes adds up to a lot of 
money, so we are thankful that our sponsors saw the benefits to 
families and the environment as much as we did,” says Sandy 
Hopkins, CEO of Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg.
 
The necessary added costs were due to 2 X 6’ construction, much 
higher levels of insulation, triple pane windows, dual flush 
toilets, low-flow faucets and shower heads, reorienting roofs for 
best exposure to the sun, and upgraded appliances, along with 
LEED®  registration and certification costs. 

The end benefits are numerable as these homes are environ-
mentally responsible, they increase neighbourhood property 
values and their affordability enables families to prosper 
with their children having brighter futures filled with new 
opportunities. Habitat homeowners are also able to contribute 
more to improve our city’s infrastructure as they collectively 

contributed over $175,000 in property taxes last year. Addition-
ally, with every mortgage payment received by HFHW, another 
stream of revenue is created and reinvested by purchasing 
more land to build more homes. The more homes that Habitat 
builds, the more everyone wins!

The landscaped backyards of the McCalman Avenue homes.

Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg to expand throughout Manitoba
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First ever two-week Blitz Build, builds and builds!
More than 2200 volunteers showed 
their community spirit by helping to 
build 10 Habitat homes over 11 days for 
our families in need. Other than a day or 
two of challenging weather, the sun shined 
on everyone as the volunteers worked 
side by side with the future homeowners, 
creating a great atmosphere of team work 
and comradery.  

Daphne, a new homeowner and volunteer 
says, “We are all in love with Habitat.  
I LOVE THIS BUILD.  Of course, I am 
benefiting hugely from it but I believe 
I will volunteer on an ongoing basis on 
these builds.  The sense of community, 
everyone helping each other, the laughs 
and of course, the FOOD! “

The traditional return of the Cycle of 
Hope riders was once again triumphant 
and emotional as volunteers cheered 
the cyclist on as they arrived back to their 
sponsored home for a brief ceremony.
 
Another highlight of the Blitz Build 
included eight side by side homes that had 
their second floor and roofs constructed 
on the ground and raised by a crane into 
perfect position. It created quite a 
spectacle and garnered much media 
attention to help further raise the aware-
ness levels of the Habitat mandate. 

Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg 
graciously thanks all the hardworking, 
passionate volunteers, House and Crew  
Leaders and our very generous sponsors 
for their continuing support.

See you next year!

July 17-30, 2010
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First ever two-week Blitz Build, builds and builds!
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Can you share what your relationship with Habitat has been over 
the years and why you have chosen to support Habitat in your will? 
I started out with Habitat, like many, as a volunteer.  Not on a build, 
but cycling with Habitat Winnipeg’s Cycle of Hope to the Jimmy 
Carter Work Project in  Los Angeles . It was a beautiful, but arduous 
4 weeks, averaging 90 mile days.  After achieving such a significant 
personal goal through the support of an organization so strongly 
committed to it’s partners and volunteers, I was convinced to commit 
more of my time to Habitat and its mission.  Through volunteering 
in various capacities from Blitz Builds to committee participation 
and finally board membership at the local and national level, I grew 
to love the people, partners and purpose of this well structured and 
focused organization.

I need to be strategic with my time and financial resources and really 
focus on how I can effect the most social change.  For me, Habitat’s 
“hand up” extended to working families is respectful, empowering 
and effective.  Habitat breaks the cycle of poverty for partner families 
- not every organization can make that claim. I’ve personally seen 
how the next generation of partner families have benefited through 
partnership with Habitat and are living the life their parents often 
only dreamed of - it’s very affirming and inspiring.  In the Jewish 
tradition of “Tzedakah” (Charity), the highest level of giving is done 
to enable a recipient to become self-reliant.  I’ve seen Habitat’s work 
effectively enable this.

Habitat for Humanity (HFHW) has recently started to ask our donors if they have left a gift in their will to Habitat, or if 
they would consider doing so. We ask because it is of vital importance to attract long term support to help sustain our level 

of building homes in our community now and into the future.  By knowing about your future gifts, it helps our business 
planning, and enables us to thank, and recognize our supporters while still living. 

From a planned giving perspective, leaving a bequest in a will is the most common way for donors to support 
the charities of their choice. 

John Loewen, his family and friends recently participated in our Muddy Waters Community Cycle and through the 
registration process included a gift for Habitat in his will.  I asked John to share what motivated him to do this.  

A Future Builder, in the truest sense.

Estate Planning – How to ensure my 
donation wishes are met

Monday, October 18, 2010 • 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Norwood Hotel, 112 Marion Street 

Presenters:  
Sandy Hopkins, Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg CEO

Ron Malech, CFP CIM FMA
Please RSVP by calling 233-5160 by October 13th

You have a young family – why would you choose to leave a gift 
in your will to any charity?   

The reason we’ve chosen to name not just Habitat, but a number 
of other charitable organizations in our wills, is because we feel it’s 
important to not only provide for our family, but to also support 
organizations whose work and missions match our dream of what 
community should and can be.  Our kids will survive and be suc-
cessful in their lives independent of an inheritance - our prayer and 
expectation is that our kids grow up appreciating that the model of 
community support is worth more than a one-time winfall and the 
end of their parents life.  If our kids can’t survive or be successful 
without sharing an inheritance, in the finish that inheritance might 
not help them.

You’ve mentioned that you are supporting a number of charities 
in your will.  How is that done?

We’ve provided for a number of organizations through our estate 
planning in a number of ways - specific sums expressed in our wills, 
and also through gifts of life insurance where the charity is the 
named beneficiary.  Not only can I claim the premium at tax time, 
it’s good to know that I can affordably make some of the largest gifts 
I every could to organizations I care about through this method.  We 
haven’t yet started with gifts of stocks yet, but we’re keeping this in 
mind as we further develop our estate plans.

Do you have anything else you’d like to share?

I’d encourage anyone to make a provision for Habitat in their estate 
plans (or any other worthy organization the person cares about) - 
it’s quite a straight forward process once you’ve decided to do so.  At 
the same time, why wait to die before supporting the social change 
you want to see?  Doing it now allows you to see, feel and help 
facilitate the results.
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Thanks to our 2010 Major Sponsors
Community Development Partners Sustainable Development Partners

Home Development Partners Home Sponsor

Gold Hammer Silver Hammer Bronze Hammer Media Sponsor

*2009 ReStore Donor

The Winnipeg Habitat ReStore wants you to donate precious metals (copper, brass, 
aluminum and metal) in any shape or form to our Metal Drive!  Your metal will be 
recycled and become a ‘precious’ donation to the ReStore, with proceeds supporting 
Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg. By donating metal or other qualifying items to the 
ReStore, you help a great humanitarian cause and get a tax receipt in return. 

During the all-day Metal Drive, Ace Burpee from Hot 103 FM will be on site to ‘show 
his mettle’ by supporting Habitat once again, and encourage donations from our 
valued customers. Every donation receives a free hotdog and drink! 

Come down and enjoy a great day on Thursday, October 14th and support 
the ReStore and Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg by ‘showing your metal!’

60 Archibald Street                     Phone: 204-233-5160                   www.habitat.mb.ca/restore.html

The ReStore wants you to 

“SHOW YOUR METAL!”

*

EQ3* Beauchamp 
Family Group* Canad Inns/Radisson Hotel * 

Kitchen Craft of Canada *
Robinson Lighting *



60 Archibald St. Winnipeg, MB  R2J 0V8
Phone: (204) 233-5160 • Fax: (204) 233-5271
info@habitat.mb.ca • www.habitat.mb.ca

Building homes. Building hope.

Thursday, October 28th, the intrigue of ‘Italia’ comes 
to Winnipeg for the 8th annual Habitat for Humanity 

House Party and Auction. Enjoy an Italian 
themed evening filled with some ‘seriously Italian’ prizes. 

How about a trip to Italy with your own private villa?
Or buy tickets for a chance to win your very own 
Vespa scooter!  The evening is always a good time 

with all proceeds helping Habitat to continue 
building more affordable homes.

For more details or to purchase tickets, 
please contact: Elaine Smith at 235-2181 

or e-mail esmith@habitat.mb.ca

8 TH ANNUAL HOUSE PAR T Y & AUC TION

è bello vederti
(It’s good to see you)


