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We bring communities together to help families 
build strength, stability and independence 
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On Thursday, September 
12, we officially opened the 
third ReStore location in 
Winnipeg. The grand 
opening ceremonies and 
ribbon cutting with His 
Worship, Mayor Brian 
Bowman in attendance 
took place at 1565 Inkster 
Boulevard.

Ace Canada was a 
significant donor of product 
to this new location. Capital 
funding grants provided by 
Wawanesa Insurance and 
The Winnipeg Foundation 
made opening a third 
location a reality for Habitat 
for Humanity Manitoba.

The new location in the 
North West area of the city 

will help Habitat ReStore’ s 
generate more income to 
support the administration 
expenses for Habitat for 
Humanity. 

The new location will 
enable us to easily surpass 
last year’s record setting 
3,000 tonnes of material 
diverted from the landfill.

Habitat for Humanity 
ReStores are thrift stores 
that accept donations and 
sell home improvement, 
furniture, and home décor 
items to the public at a 
fraction of the retail price.

We look forward to serving 
members of the community 
in North West Winnipeg.

2   The Builder Fall 2019



every one deserves a decent place to live.  3



Accolades
"I cannot begin to tell you how 
much the students enjoyed 
themselves on Wednesday. 
They worked really hard and 
learned so much (so did I!). I 
could tell they were very proud 
of what they accomplished. 
Shawn was an excellent leader 
- incredibly friendly, helpful and 
patient! 

Thank you so much for the 
opportunity to work with 
Habitat for Humanity. Again, we 
had a great time."

~ Kristen
Nelson MacIntyre Collegiate

Weeks Without Walls program

"We had a great time yesterday! 
The weather was perfect and 
there was a lot of laughter on 
site. Josh was amazing by the 
way! He was incredibly positive 
and happy all day long. We all 
really appreciated his 
enthusiasm and how clearly he 
explained our tasks.

Thank you again for having us 
and for putting up with all of our 
questions!"

~ Nicole 
One Link Mortgage & Financial 

"Our partnership has grown to 
become the gold standard that 
we strive for every time we sit 
down with new potential 
partners.  Our entire team 
enjoys and values our 
relationship with Habitat for 
Humanity.  Can't wait to hear 
hammers hitting nails this 
spring!"

 ~ Brent Williamson
Global News / CORUS 

"Thanks for an awesome 
morning!  Kids had a great time. 
The leaders were wonderful – 
Peter in particular has a great 
manner with the kids.  

I do have $25.00 from each kid 
to send you guys as a donation.  
The money will go through the 
school and you will receive a 
cheque from SCI...

Thanks again and have a great 
weekend!"

~ Kevin Kitching
Teacher, Springfield Collegiate 

Institute

"What a great experience we 
had at the build site. Thank you 
for allowing us to come.
Josh and Pat were fantastic. So 
patient and kind....and I think the 
group really had a chance to 
learn a lot.

We will definitely be back. I 
would like to try to get more 
students involved. We had a 
group of about 15 this year, but I 
really feel more kids need to 
get involved in something like 
this.

Thanks again. Loved the 
experience."

~ Rob Janzen
Dakota Collegiate

"I just wanted to thank both of 
you and the Habitat for Humanity 
team for providing Winnipeg Jets 
Hockey Academy students the 
opportunity to build sheds.

I am certain that all 23 students 
have taken something very 
valuable from this experience 
either as a way to explore work/
career options, develop technical 
skills and/or build employability 
skills that can be transferred to 
other industries as they emerge 
into the workforce. Furthermore, 
it was great to see that EVERY 
student was engaged during the 
entire day..."

~ Jen McAlpine
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Vern Koop Tribute Build
Vern Koop left the world too soon but 
impacted many families, volunteers, 
donors and Habitat staff during his 28 
years with Habitat. He started his 
career as a volunteer through the 
generosity of the DeFehr family.  After 
his retirement from Palliser Furniture, 
he joined Habitat for Humanity full time 
as the Director of 
Construction. 

“I will never forget this moment, I 
was visiting Vern in his final days 
at St. Boniface Hospital and he 
grabbed my hand, looked me 
straight in the eye and said, 
Michelle, you have to keep the 
good work of Habitat going.  I 
am trusting you to do that after I 
am gone.” said Michelle 
Pereira, Vice President, 
Marketing, Communications & 
Philanthropy, HFHM.

To honour him, the Vern Koop Tribute 
Build came to fruition with his family’s 
blessing.  

The project started with a 
brainstorming meeting with Paul 
Hiebert, one of the founders of HFHM 
and dear friend of Vern. Now, we 
needed sponsors.   Invited to a lunch 
meeting at Irwin Homes were Habitat’s 
loyal sub-trades where we shared the 
house plans and more importantly, why 
we wanted to collaborate with them to 
honour Vern’s legacy.  It was standing 
room only and special guests included 
Byron Koop via teleconference, Jackie 
and Warren Koop and the love of Vern’s 
life, Agnes Koop.  This was certainly an 
emotional day for everyone in 
attendance, but the response was vast!

Every one of the trades stepped up and 
offered to work with us in one way or 
another. We knew Vern was looking 
down on all of us.  We could feel him in 
the room.  

A two week Blitz Build kicked off on 
July 22, 2019 with 11 volunteers, who 
were all eager to build.  Many of our 
skilled volunteers have known Vern for 
years, and they graciously joined us to 
help lead the project.  

Byron, Vern’s eldest son flew in with his 
family for the two weeks to volunteer. 
With emotion, Byron spoke eloquently 
about his Dad and how important this 
project was to him and his family.  He 
presented Habitat with a wooden 
plaque, Vern’s right thumbprint on one 
side and this on the other, 

We had custom orange polkadot hard 
hats on site and volunteer t-shirts that 
so perfectly said, “Are you sure you 
wanna do that?” something Vern would 
say often on the build site to be kind 
with what he really meant, “Don't do 
that!” 

We also had a shovel with a hard hat 
sitting on it that we asked everyone to 
sign.  Jason Miller, Director of Program 
Delivery asked Byron where he wanted 
his Dad to sit during the two weeks; he 
found a very shady spot under a big 
tree that would be exactly where he 
would be.  Vern watched over the build 
site the entire time.

During the two week Blitz Build, over 
120 volunteers built and accomplished 
more than we had expected. By the end 
of the two weeks, all three floors were 
framed, the roof was sheeted and the 
windows and doors installed.

The design of this home was interesting 
due to a very small lot and no back lane 
entrance.  This is the first Habitat home 
in Winnipeg to have a garage, a 
requirement due to the limited space of 
the lot.

On Thursday, July 25, Warren Koop and 
his partners from Alair Homes 
volunteered for the day.  They were 

integral in the success of the build 
because the very heavy trusses were 
hand lifted three floors and installed 
manually, with hammers, not air-nailers 
on a very hot and humid day.  By the 
end of the day, they had all the trusses 
installed and the roof sheeted. This 
type of work is not something a regular 

Habitat volunteer could do, it 
needed professional trades.  
Thank you to Alair Homes for 
donating their time and skills. 

We had a very special build day 
on the first Friday, it was the 
Koop Family Build day.  There 
were three generations on site.  
They raised walls, built and 
decorated cedar flower boxes 
and the best part was the 
reminiscing about Vern.  One of 

Vern’s Grandsons was not able to make 
it out to help, but visited a few days 
later. A tradition of Habitat is to write 
something on the studs to wish the 
family well, Cole Koop wrote this to his 
Opa,

“Thank you Opa for helping me through 
hard times and telling me not to do stuff.” 

The house is well on its way to being 
completed by end of December.  The 
house is completely closed in and we 
are currently into sub trade stage.

This home will provide the strength, 
stability and independence for 
Zekarias, Sembetu and their children. It 
will also be a home that lives on with 
Vern’s legacy, just as we promised.  

Thank you to the many volunteers, 
donors and sponsors for the incredible 
support. 

“Jesus replied: Love the lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.  This is 
the first and greatest commandment 
and the second is like it.  Love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  
                  ~ Matthew 22:37-39

Alair Homes
All City Exteriors Ltd.
All-Fab Building Components
Alliance Door Products
AMC Foam Technologies Inc.
DJN Services Ltd.
Double A Construction
Dover Flo Plumbing
Dufresne
floFORM
Garage Masters

Irwin Homes
Kitchen Craft Cabinetry
Lafarge
On Grade Leveling
prairieHouse Performance Inc.
Security Plus Ltd.
T.A.B. Installation Inc.
Total Flooring
Wilzer Sheet Metal & Heating
Woodland Supply
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Regional Development  Updates
Our Chapter communities 
continue to do incredible work 
across Manitoba and Northwest 
Ontario.  

So far in 2019, three families in 
Brandon, one family in Virden and 
one family in Kenora have all 
experienced the thrill of moving 
into their brand new home while 
taking comfort in the knowledge 
that their Habitat mortgage is 
interest free.

Several Chapters kicked off new 
construction projects this 
summer including; two in 
Brandon, two in Mitchell, and one 
in both Portage la Prairie and 
Winkler.  

The latter is the Winkler-Morden 
Chapter’s inaugural build and has 
been widely embraced by the 
local community.  The 
groundbreaking ceremony took 
on an extra flair when the Cycle 
of Hope riders arrived at the 
jobsite and formed the backdrop 
for the formal presentation.

It is so incredibly exciting and 
encouraging to see passionate 
volunteers across our region take 
up the cause of Habitat in their 
communities.  To see the places 
where we build check out our 
website at ww.habitat.mb.ca and 
click on “Chapters”.

Beach boat race fundraiser in Morden

Ribbon cutting ceremony to celebrate new home in Virden
(Priscilla and daughter Serena)

New home for family in Kenora
(Mat and Amelia with children, Aaliyah and Hailey)
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Regional Development  Updates

Groundbreaking ceremony in Winkler (Chapter Committee members, Winkler Mayor, Martin 
Harder & Habitat family, John & Margaret and children, Latisha, Alia, Owen & Emma)

Volunteers from the Military base in Shilo handing over keys to partner family 
in Brandon (Angelina and children, Claryssa & Aneesa)

New home for family in Kenora
(Mat and Amelia with children, Aaliyah and Hailey)
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The 2019 Cycle of Hope started in Baker City, Oregon and travelled through Idaho and Montana before 
concluding at Yellowstone National Park. This was a journey of more than 1,200 km and more than 10,000 
meters of elevation gain – truly something for the cyclists to be proud of.  The cyclists collectively have 
raised more than $134,000 to date and the money is still coming in!  Thank you!

The annual Cycle of Hope would not be possible without the generous support of the presenting sponsor: 
tenalach, a division of the Bodtker Group of Companies and the transportation sponsor: Beaver Bus Lines. 

Special thanks to Danny’s Whole Hog BBQ & Smokehouse, fusion grill, Goovaerts Design Build, Heirloom 
Cabinetry Ltd., IDC Communications, Stone Angel Brewing Co., Tim Hortons, the Winnipeg Police Service and 
the many communities that welcomed the team along the route.

The 2020 Cycle of Hope adventure takes place between July 4 to 18, 2020 and the cycling route will begin in 
West Yellowstone, Montana then continue south-eastward through Wyoming to Sugar City Colorado.  If you 
are a cycling enthusiast and would like to join us for an incredible and rewarding, two-week journey on the 

TransAmerica Trail, call 204-235-2181 or email COH@habitat.mb.ca

Transportation Sponsor:  

Cycle of Hope

Presenting Sponsor:  
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Team Builds & Volunteers
A big thank you to all of the groups that came 
out to build with us in 2019!  With a goal to build 
15 homes in Winnipeg, we started the build 
season in early May and groups will be coming 
out to build until the end of October. The tireless 
manpower of our volunteers helps reduce our 
labour costs while 100% of the financial 
contributions made go directly into the build 
program, helping us build more homes for 
families in need of affordable housing.

An investment in our builds is an investment in 
your team and your community. No other team 
building experience can provide the same level 
of engagement, connection to the cause, and 

community impact that a Habitat Build Day can 
offer. We invite participants of all skill levels and 
abilities to join us on our build sites - no 
construction experience required and we 
provide you with everything you will need for 
your build day!

If you are interested in booking a Team Build 
Day for your group, please visit www.habitat.
mb.ca/teambuild/ or contact sbuffie@habitat.
mb.ca. 

every team 
has the power to make a difference.

402 Squadron
Alair Homes
Apex Surety & Insurance Ltd.
Appraisal Institute of Canada |  
     Manitoba
Aramark
Arctic Glacier
Assiniboine Credit Union
Cambrian Credit Union
Canada Life
College Jeanne Sauve
Colliers International
Global News/CORUS 
Crosstown Civic Credit Union Ltd.
Dakota Collegiate
Deloitte
Dufresne Furniture
Durabuilt Windows & Doors
Emergent Biosolutions
ERBC Wealth Management
Family Wealth Group
floFORM
Fort Richmond Collegiate
Garage Masters
Grant Park High School
Gray Academy
Habitat Board of Directors

HTFC Planning & Design
HUB International
IBAM
Independent Jewellers
JH Bruns Collegiate
John Taylor Collegiate
Johnston Group
Lego Builders Program (Lakeshore  
     School Division)
Levitt Safety 
Louis Riel Arts and Technology,  
     Plumbers and Electricians
Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries
Maples Collegiate
MIG Insurance
MITT Youth Build
Monarch Industries
Mondolez
MORR Transportation Consulting
Neegan Burnside
Nelson MacIntyre Collegiate
Neptune Properties Inc.
North West Company
ONE Insurance 
One Link Mortgage & Financial
Parker Hannifin Canada
PCL

Price Industries
Qualico
Red River Mutual
Rempel Insurance Brokers Ltd.
Revera
River East Collegiate
Rogers
Sovereign Insurance
Springfield Collegiate
St James Collegiate
StandardAero
Sturgeon Heights Collegiate
Tetra Tech
TransX
Travelers Canada
Value Partners Investments
Warren Collegiate
Wawanesa Insurance
West Kildonan Collegiate
Western Financial Group
Windsor Park Knights of Columbus
Winnipeg Construction Association
Winnipeg Insurance Brokers 
Limited
WSP
Wynward Insurance Group
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Women Build Update  
Message from the Chair
As we move into the fall season with two 
Women Build events still to come, I reflect back 
on this past year with a great deal of joy. 

We were honoured to have Dayna Spiring, 
President & CEO, Economic Development 
Winnipeg Inc. as the guest speaker at the 
launch of our second season of the Women 
Build Speaker Series on March 8, International 
Women’s Day. On May 11, we had teams racing 
around the Wolseley area competing in 
Habitat’s Amazing Race, where they performed 
physical and mental challenges (some teams 
even wore fun costumes!). June was a busy 
month with two events: the 10th annual Holes 
for Homes at the beautiful Lorette Golf Course 
on June 7, and Steel Toes & Stilettos Food & 
Wine Tasting event on June 20.

This Year, Women Build was fortunate to host 
two full weeks of construction at the end of 
May with an average of 20 women coming out 
each day to work alongside this year's partner 
family, Maurine and her three girls. Each day 
was filled with emotion, as this family couldn't 
be more thankful for the opportunity of 
homeownership. I will have the pleasure of 
handing Maurine the keys to her new home in 
late September and I expect there will not be a 
dry eye in the house. Maurine's home will be 
Women Build's 16th sponsored home in 
Winnipeg since 2005. 

It was also our privilege to have three Women 
Build construction leaders head out to 
Brandon to help for a day during their week 
long Women Build. We always enjoy the 
opportunity to introduce women to home 
construction, and through mentorship and 
training allow them to extend their home 

building and leadership skills.

Women Build would not be able to do any of 
this without the support of our event sponsors 
and attendees, and of course our dedicated 
volunteers. Each dollar raised and every nail 
hammered makes an impact! 

Thank you and we look forward to seeing you 
at our upcoming events!

Joanne Machado
Chair, Women Build fundraising Committee &
Construction Crew Leader
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  Quiz Night

Gather your friends, get your thinking caps on 
and join us for the 3rd Annual Quiz Night on 
Saturday, November 23, 2019. Have fun and 
challenge your brain all for a great cause. 

Event Details

Date:        Saturday, November 23, 2019
Location:  Winakwa Community Centre, 980   
       Winakwa Road
Time:        Doors open at 6 pm; quiz rounds   
       start at 7pm

Purchase Tickets at www.habitat.mb.ca or 
email sbuffie@habitat.mb.ca.

Upcoming Events
  House Party

The annual Habitat House Party is being held 
on November 7, 2019 at the RBC Convention 
Centre.  This event promises to an exciting 
evening set in a casual atmosphere and loaded 
with fun!  You could be the lucky winner of a 
trip for two to the four capital cities of 
Scandinavia compliments of Continental Travel.  

Event Details

Date:        Thursday, November 7, 2019
Location:  RBC Convention Centre
Time:        Doors open at 6 pm; dinner will 
       start at 7pm

Purchase Tickets at habitat.mb.ca.  or email 
Vernelle Mirosh at vmirosh@habitat.mb.ca.  

Presenting Sponsor:  
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Third Party Events
Thank you to the following organizations who hosted third party 
events in 2019 to support Habitat Manitoba:

Action Flooring Design Association
Building Owners and Managers Association
College of Pharmacy
Garage Masters
KGS Group
Nedco Rexel Group
Prairie Livestock Expo
Riverwood Square
Smak Dab
Total Flooring
TransX
Winnipeg Executive Association

Thank you to the members of the Filipino United 
Community Church for their generous donation.

  Revera - The Waverley & Rosewood

“A Night Under the Stars”, hosted by Revera 
– The Waverley & Rosewood, was held on 
September 13, 2019.  Family members and 
invited guests attended this fundraiser to 
support the work being done at Habitat 
Manitoba.  It was a wonderful evening which 
included great food, prizes and guests 
learning about Habitat Manitoba!    

Charlotte & Murray Taylor Foundation
Edward Lee Stebbing Foundation
Genworth Canada
Indigenous Housing Partnership

Manitoba Real Estate Association 
PayPal Giving Foundation
Richardson Foundation
Rogers Communications Canada

Shoppers Drug Mart Foundation
The Cardinal Foundation
Winnipeg Foundation

Habitat Manitoba is grateful to receive grant support from the following 
Foundations and Associations:
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Third Party Events

On September 10, the 9th annual Bodtker Golf 
Classic took place at Larters Golf & Country 
Club in St. Andrews. The golfers enjoyed a 
delicious lunch sponsored by CanadInns, 
followed by a great day of golf, a delicious 
dinner prepared by Chef Thomas and superb 
auction and team prizes.  

Habitat extends a special thank you to the 
Bodtker Group of Companies comprised of 

Reliance, Nemco and tenalach for their 
continuous support. This tournament has raised 
in excess of $110,000 for Habitat Manitoba over 
the past four years. All funds raised are directed 
to providing safe, decent and affordable 
housing for families in need.  

Mark you calendar for next year – 
September 9, 2020!     

9th Annual Bodtker Golf Classic Presented by 

Shoppers Drug Mart Foundation
The Cardinal Foundation
Winnipeg Foundation
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In Loving Memory

Sister Joan Adams, OSU 
passed away peacefully on 
July 29, 2019 at 
Actionmarguerite 
accompanied at her 
bedside by her Ursuline 
Community.  

Sister Joan was a 
dedicated supporter of 
Habitat for Humanity 
Manitoba. 

As a devoted member of 
her religious community 
and as Provincial Leader, 

Sister Joan was a witness 
of the words,

“that all may be 
one”.   

Her unifying spirit 
emulated through her work 
and it was her always her 
desire that people draw 
together in oneness with 
the Father and one 
another.   Sister Joan will 
be truly missed by the 
Habitat Family and by all 
who knew her. 

In loving memory of our 
dear friend and Habitat 
Supporter, Orly Friesen.  

Orly passed away 
peacefully on September 
25, 2019 surrounded by 
his family.  

Orly was instrumental in 
the coordination and 
execution of the St. Vital 
Interfaith Builds which 
took place in 2016 and 
2018.  He worked tirelessly 

to raise funds for these 
builds and organized many 
events in conjunction with 
nine different faith groups.  

Orly was a man devoted to 
his children, grandchildren 
and his entire family.  

His efforts in serving 
others is a testament to his 
faith and character.  We 
will miss you Orly.
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In Loving Memory

Bob 
Douglas’ 
Story 

“I live on Angus Street in Point 
Douglas. This one block street is an 
18 house community built between 
1990 and 1992, the first large project 
of the relatively new Winnipeg 
affiliate of Habitat for Humanity. 

My wife was diagnosed with 
progressive MS after our twin 
sons were born and faced a future 

of increased disability along with 
the financial hardships of terminal 
illness. Our need was a big part of 
our acceptance for a Habitat Home. 
The Legacy Report on Habitat’s 
website mentions my home in it’s 
1991 section, “designed to permit 
easy wheelchair access to the home 
around the main floor of the home, 
including wide hallways, doorways 
and turning radius in the bathroom.” 
Our very basic affordable home was 
designed from the beginning to be 
accessible and easily updated.

Habitat For Humanity helped me to 
raise a family and care for my sick 
wife in a safe and affordable home, 
in a community where I know all my 
neighbors as I helped build their 
homes as well as my own. Seeing 

hundreds of complete strangers 
volunteer their time to help us build 
our homes taught me to ‘pay it 
forward’ as well, from other builds 
and fundraising with Habitat and 
other organizations. In the first years 
Transx collected and delivered 
hampers for the Christmas Cheer 
Board, the families we delivered to 
were provided to me by Habitat’s 
Family Services coordinator.

I can’t imagine what our lives would 
have been like without them.”

  ~ Bob Douglas
Revenue Quality / Fuel Surcharge

Transx Group of Companies

TransX Employee & 
Habitat Homeowner
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Thank you to the 2019 Major Sponsors.

Community Development Partner

Build Partners

Community Partner

habitat.mb.ca 60 Archibald Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba  R2J 0V8

Women Build

Faith Build

Title Home Sponsors

Ursuline Sisters of Tildonk

Helene and Erna 
Reimer

Supporting Home Sponsors

The 13th annual Ride Around The 
Lake cycling event raised more than 
$340,000 which brings the total 
fundraising to well over $2.5 million 
since its inception. More than 50 
cyclists challenged themselves on 
three spectacular routes originating 
in Kenora, ON.  This included a 110km 
route to Minaki, ON, a 160km route to 
Sioux Narrows, ON and finally a 60km 
route to Redditt, ON. Thank you to the  
Cyclists, Volunteers, Sponsor, Donors 
and Supporters who help make this 
ride a huge success!

Ride Around the Lake

Presenting Sponsors:  


